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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.08 am]: The Mining Act clearly 
states that the Department of Mines and Petroleum is responsible for ensuring that occupational health and safety 
requirements are met on all of the 975 operational mines and 65 petroleum sites in Western Australia. This is a 
responsibility that the department and I, as minister, take very seriously. Today I would like to reiterate to the 
house the strong warning that the Department of Mines and Petroleum recently issued to mining companies over 
fake licences for high-risk work, after two Karratha mining workers mistakenly held fake documentation. I also 
take this opportunity to urge companies and contractors to check employees’ high-risk work licences. Recently 
rigging workers on a mining site discovered the issue when attempting to update what they believed was 
legitimate New South Wales’ documentation.  

While 2012 marked the first fatality-free year in over a century for the WA resources industry, we must 
remember that three of the past four tragic mine site deaths involved high-risk work such as scaffolding and 
crane work. As a government we do not want a situation in which workers are being issued fake licences by 
fraudulent people or organisations because there is the potential for these unsuspecting workers to put in danger 
not only their lives, but also the lives of others. A valid licence will ensure that the holder has satisfied rigorous 
training requirements and knows how to do his job in the safest way possible. That is why it is absolutely crucial 
that employers, assessors and trainers verify all high-risk work licences presented onsite. I assure the house that 
the verification of a licence is a relatively simple process that can be done online by concerned companies and is 
well worth the time. 

Every one of the Department of Mines and Petroleum’s 60 safety inspectors is focussed on ensuring that eligible 
operators have valid high-risk work licences during the 2 400 site visits they undertake every year. False 
documentation cannot be tolerated. I implore companies and workers to remain vigilant and dedicated because 
these licences are integral to protecting workers from unsafe work practices. 
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